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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 30th August 2011, there were present: 

Councillor
Mrs  S Merrikin (Mayor)



Mr    D Atherley (Deputy Mayor)

Mrs  C Allaway-Martin



Mr    R Drury



Mr    C Elsmore



Mrs  E Elsmore



Mrs  J Morgan



Miss C Morgan



Mr    N Penny



Mr    G Prosser



Mr    J Reynolds



Also present:

County Councillor Terry Hale and District Councillor Paul McMahon

PCSO Jenny Mansfield, Gloucestershire Constabulary.
Mr M Paterson
Mrs A Parry

Mrs J Wilson

Mrs L Porter

Mr M Porter

Mr E Reynolds
Mrs C Davey

Mr R Willett
Mr M Thomas
Mr P Davey

Mr W Williams
Mr C Jones

PUBLIC FORUM

There were no matters raised at the Public Forum.

80. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Paul Kay.  The Council accepted the apologies given.

81.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Penny declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 92. 

82.  MINUTES OF MEETINGS HELD ON 28th JULY AND 20th AUG 2011

It was proposed that the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 26th July and Saturday 20th August 2011 be approved and signed by the Mayor.


Proposed:  Cllr D Atherley



Seconded:  Cllr E Elsmore

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

83.  MATTERS ARISING

Item 78. The Mayor reported that action had been taken to tidy up the entrance to the Natural Burial Ground.

Cllr Penny suggested that in future years, advance notice of Council Parish Viewings is given to residents.  This suggestion was agreed unanimously. 

84.  TO CO-OPT 1 TOWN COUNCILLOR

Members noted the application from Mr Iain Baird and it was proposed that he be co-opted to the Council.

Proposed:  Cllr C Allaway-Martin


Seconded:  Cllr J Morgan

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

85.  POLICE REPORT

PCSO Jenny Mansfield reported that the police had been dealing with the problems of youths gathering in the main town car park and also with late night noise disturbance from town pubs.

The Clerk said that she had had one or two complaints about noise from the Red Lion.  PCSO Mansfield said she would investigate.

86.  PROPOSED WIND TURBINE AT POOLWAY FARM
Mr Ronald Kear gave a short presentation on proposals for a wind turbine at Poolway Farm.  He distributed information and invitations to members of the public present and invited them to attend a public consultation event at Forest Hills Golf Club on 24th September.  He also invited Council members to attend a pre-consultation meeting on 23rd September.

The Mayor thanked Mr Kear for his presentation and said that if planning permission was granted, the Council would refer the proposals for administering donations to the Office and Finance Committee for consideration.

87.  PROPOSALS FOR INTRODUTION OF CAR PARK CHARGES

The Mayor said that following a meeting of Forest Mayors, it had been suggested by the Mayors of Coleford, Cinderford and Lydney that a petition be raised to ask for the District Council to hold a public debate on the proposals for car park charges.  800 signatures would be required in order to force a debate.

After discussion it was proposed that Coleford support the raising of a petition.

Proposed:  Cllr D Atherley

Seconded:  Cllr E Elsmore

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

88.  COLEFORD BOWLING CLUB – LEASE RENEWAL

Members noted with concern that the Angus Buchanan Trust did not intend to renew the lease for the bowls club.  It was proposed that the Council should write to the Charity Commissioners to ask questions about changes made to the Angus Buchanan constitution.  It was also proposed that the Council write a letter of support to the Bowls Club.

Proposed:  Cllr N Penny
Seconded:  Cllr D Atherley

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

89.  COLEFORD CEMETERY GRAVE DIGGING CONTRACT 2011

Members noted and agreed to advertise the contract for grave digging.

90.  BURIAL SEARCH SITE

Members noted the proposals to add burial search facility to the Council’s website and agreed to refer the matter to the Office and Finance Committee to consider the financial implications.

91.  TIME FOR COLEFORD- MEETING

Members agreed that the review meeting on 2nd August had been very useful.  There was now a need for the Council to develop policies in more detail and to engage with the public on a number of issues.  It was agreed that this process should commence at an “Away Day” workshop to be held on 7th September at 7.00pm. 
92.  STORAGE RENTAL TO MIS SERVICES

Cllr Penny made a request on behalf of MIS Services for storage space at the Council Offices.  He then withdrew from the meeting having previously declared a prejudicial interest.  Cllr E Elsmore declared a personal interest as an advisor to the Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 

Members noted the effect that rental of space as storage may have on CAB services but felt there was a need to maximise revenue. 

It was proposed that storage be rented to MIS Services for a six month period at a cost of £250. 
Proposed:  Cllr D Atherley

Seconded:  Cllr J Morgan

On being put to the vote, there were 8 votes in favour, one against and one abstention.

93.  DONATION TO OVER 80s’ CLUB SUMMER EXCURTION

Members noted the request and it was proposed to make a donation of £100.

Proposed:  Cllr J Morgan

Seconded:  Cllr D Atherley
94.  FINANCE AND OFFICE COMMITTEE
Members noted and agreed the recommendations made by the Finance and Office Committee at the meeting held on 9th August 2011.  

95.  PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members noted the decisions made by the Planning Committee at the meetings held on 26th July and 9th August 2011.
96.  REPORTS FROM MEMBERS

The Mayor said she had attended the following events:

28th July:  
FODDC meeting with Forest Mayors to discuss CCTV.

2nd August:
Coleford Partnership Meeting at the Main Place.

8th August:
Cinderford Town Council CCTV meeting.

15th August:
Forest Mayors meeting – Coleford.

20th August:
Coleford Parish Walkabout.

21st August:
British Legion 90th year at Cyril Hart Arboretum.

23rd August:
Interview with Chris Baxter, Radio Gloucester.

Cllr Atherley said he had attended the following events:

2nd August:
Coleford Partnership Meeting at the Main Place.

12th August:
3 Counties Cancer Network meeting at Tewkesbury.

20th August:
Coleford Parish Walkabout.

25th August:
Monmouth Show.

Cllr E Elsmore said she had attended the Partnership Meeting and the Coleford Parish walkabout.  She had also produced a “What’s On” list of events in the Coleford area.

Cllr C Elsmore said he had attended the Partnership Meeting.

Cllrs J Morgan, C Morgan, Penny, Reynolds and Drury had also attended the Partnership Meeting.

Cllrs J Morgan, C Morgan, Allaway-Martin, Penny and Prosser had attended the Parish Walkabout.

97.  REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

Cllrs C Elsmore and Allaway-Martin said they had attended a District Council scrutiny of public transport issues.  Cllr Allaway-Martin said she had also attended the Dean Heritage Centre charcoal burn event on 28/29th August.

Cllr McMahon highlighted car park charges, waste collection and CCTV as important forthcoming issues which the District Council would be dealing with.  He also thanked the Mayor for supporting the recent British Legion 90th year celebrations.

Cllr Hale passed on his thanks to the people of Coleford who had contributed to the County Council’s consultation on public transport.  He also said that an application for an extension to Stowfield Quarry had been approved with conditions attached.

98.  CORRESPONDENCE

Members noted the items of correspondence received during August 2011.

99.  PAYMENTS
The payments due during the month of August 2011 were noted and agreed.

100.  PETTY CASH PAYMENTS

The petty cash payments made during August 2011 were noted an agreed.

101.  MONTHLY BUDGET FIGURES

The monthly budget figures for August 2011 were noted and agreed.

The meeting closed at 8.30pm
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